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Financial Aid Appointment Materials
1321 Butte St., Suite 101
Redding, CA 96001
530-244-4022
collegeandcareeroptions.org

Please obtain an FSA ID at studentaid.gov. for the student and parent or parents at least 3 days prior to the appointment 

· This will consist of a username and password for both the student and the parent(s)
· If parents/stepparents filed a married filing jointly tax return in 2023, only one parent will need to obtain an FSA ID
· If parents/stepparents filed a married filing separately tax return in 2023, then both parents will need to obtain an FSA ID
· If the parent of record for the FAFSA is unmarried, or is separated or divorced, and parents are not living together, and the parent of record has not remarried, then only that parent will need to obtain an FSA ID
· If the parent of record for the FAFSA is unmarried, or is separated or divorced, and parents are living together, then both parents will need to obtain an FSA ID
In order to complete and submit a FAFSA, both the student and the parent(s) will need to be available in order to receive real time email messages from Federal Student Aid as well as text message codes that will be a part of a 2-step verification process for each party.  (Either the student or parent(s) could work on the FAFSA form independently if desired)
Materials to have during your financial aid appointment:
· FSA ID username and password for the student and parent or parents
· See details above

· Social Security Numbers and birthdates for the student and the parents

· Exact spelling of full name as listed on the Social Security card is necessary for FAFSA completion
· If you are an AB540 student, you do not need Social Security information to complete the California Dream Act Application (CADAA)
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· In addition: for the 2025-2026 school year:

· 2023 Federal Income Tax Returns for the student and the parents

· 2023 untaxed income records for the student and the parents such as: 

· IRA Deductions/Payments to self-employed SEP, SIMPLE & Qualified  Retirement Plans

· Tax Exempt Interest Income

· Untaxed Portions of Pensions (excluding rollovers)

· Untaxed Portions of IRA Distributions (excluding rollovers)

· Foreign Income Exclusion (reported on U.S. Tax Return)

· Most recent balances (cash, checking, savings, etc.) for the student and the parents

· Most recent stocks, bonds and other investment balances for the student and the parents (do not include retirement accounts) 

· Fair market value of any property owned by the student and/or parents that is not their primary residence (e.g., land, rental units, etc.)

· Net worth of businesses and/or for-profit agricultural operations

· Current value of any college savings plans (e.g., 529 plans) owned by the parent or the student when the student is the beneficiary

· Child support received in the last complete calendar year

All the above information is applicable for parent and student, unless student is “independent” (e.g., married, single with children, age 24 or older, etc.), then only student information is required                                            
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